146                     HELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
She perceived, at tliat word, both the young ladies changed a little, and looked at one another; so she turned her discourse off to some other subject, and left them in the dark as to the name of the gentleman ; for she perceived they both guessed at it, or suspected it.
When they had taken their leave, and the two sisters were in the coach coming home, says the eldest sister to the other, Did you observe Mrs.
---------'s story of the  gentleman in Hampshire?
Yes, said the other, I did; and I believe you fancy 'tis the same person we know of. It is very true, says the eldest, I did think so all the while she was telling the story; and I expected she would name him, but I was loath to ask her his name. I am glad you did not, says the other, for I know no good it can be to rne to hear it, one way or other, now he is gone. Why would not you be glad to know that he was really such a one as she has described? says the eldest. Yes, truly, for his own sake I should, said her sister; but it is nothing to me now; I had rather never have him mentioned at all to me, upon any occasion whatever.
After they were come home, their father, who had been engaged all the while, had sent the coach back for them, with an excuse for his not coming ; was very inquisitive to know of them what discourse they had had; and, his eldest daughter telling him one story and another story, he would cry, Well, was that all ? For he expected she had broke the thing to them. No, says the eldest, she told us a strange story in Hampshire; and with that repeated the passage word for word. Her father took no notice of it at that time, but two or three days after, as they were at supper, he says to his eldest daughter, Betty, who do you think the